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Abstract: Literature is very important for our life. Literature can be enjoyed by all people, including children. There
are many kinds of literature for children, namely fairy tales, folklore, children's songs, folklore, legends, and others.
Literature for children is made like children's views. Imagination that emerges from children is summarized and
researched into children's literature. Children's literature is made for education and as a means for children to grow
to know literature. However, children need to get guidance from parents or adults in side by side with children's
literature. Not all children's literature can be accepted by children. In some examples of children's literature there are
things that are inappropriate for children to accept, such as fairy tales with a romantic genre. Therefore, the role of
parents is important to help children get to know children's literature. Children cannot but coexist with literature.
Literature for children helps children in their development. Literature for children exists so that children can express
themselves as freely and as broadly as possible. Children must also accept literature and pass it on to the next
generation. Without realizing it, humans live side by side with literature. Therefore, the role of parents and adults is

very important in introducing literature to children.
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Introduction

Literature is a written or oral form that
produces beautiful works. Humans coexist with
literature. Without literature, living humans will
feel greatness and emptiness. Literature itselfis an
expression, thought, human thought itself. Mursal
Esten (Esten, 1978) argues that Literature is the
expression of artistic and imaginative facts as an
embodiment of human life and society in general,
through language as a medium and has a positive
effect on human life. Literature is a work of
beautiful writing (belle letters) which records
something in the form of language which is
condensed, deepened, convoluted, shortened and
twisted, made odd or other ways of aesthetic
composition through language tools (Eagleton,
2010). Literature is an oral or written work that
has various superior characteristics such as
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originality, artistry, beauty in content and
expression (Panuti Sudjiman, 1990). Literature is
an artistic activity that uses language and other
symbols as a tool to create something imaginative
(Badrun, 1983). All circles deserve to enjoy
literary works, children are no exception.
Literature for children can be in the form of fairy
tales, folklore, short stories, poetry, children's
songs, and so on. Children certainly cannot
recognize literature and its meaning just like that.
Parents play an important role in introducing
literature to their children. The role of parents in a
child's life is very important since the child is in
the womb and until the child becomes a "parent'.
Every parent certainly has different ways of
raising their child. Parents play a major role in
providing affection, love and care from an early
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age to children. The beginning of the development
of a child through their parents. Success in child
growth is influenced by environmental factors,
friendships, and also parents. Starting from the
family environment to the wider community
environment. During the 'toddler' to 'children’
period, there were at least more than one time
when children listened to fairy tales, children's
stories, folklore, children's poetry, or children's
songs. Those who introduce literature to children
are of course their parents. Parents certainly
choose good things to give to their children. In
introducing literature to children, parents must
accompany and guide children in this regard.

Method

The author chose to research about thirty
sources and journal articles as directed. With
various sources, the authors want to examine the
role of parents in children's growth with literature.
Parents play an important role in the growth of
their children, this is inseparable from the
education that must be sorted out for children.

Results

Fairy tales are folklore that are not
considered to have really happened by the owner's
stories and fairy tales are not bound by time or
place. Fairy tales are told mainly for
entertainment, although there are also many fairy
tales that depict the truth, contain moral teachings,
and even satire (Agus, 2008). Fairy tales is also a
fictional world and is imagined from the thoughts
of someone who is then told from generation to
generation. Sometimes a fairy tale can bring
listeners drifting into a fantasy world, depending
on how to trigger the fairy tale and the moral
message it conveys (untukku.com, 2010). Fairy
tales are usually told by parents or adults to
children.

Based on KBBI, a fairy tale is a story that
does not really happen, especially strange events
in ancient times. It can be concluded that, fairy
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tales are fictitious or imaginary folklore with
imaginative and often nonsensical themes.

Fairy tales can be related to people's belief
in something supernatural and implemented in
everyday human life. Usually fairy tales involve
extraordinary events that make the reader feel the
atmosphere that is happening in the story.

Most fairy tales, both oral and written,
cannot be identified as the author. This is because
many fairy tales are stories handed down from
ancestors. Therefore, fairy tales are classified as
old literature that has existed from ancient times.

Fairy tales are indeed impressed as real
events that really happened, even though fairy
tales are just imaginative fiction. Even though it
is a fictional story, fairy tales are still fun
entertainment and have a lot of positive impacts
on children because they contain a lot of moral
messages.

Types of Fairy Tales
Fables

Fables are fairy tales in which the main
characters are animals but have human-like
character and behavior. Fables are often found in
fairy tales between animals, for example in forests
or other places.

Examples of fables: The Mouse Deer, The
Clever Crow, the Mouse Deer and the Crocodile,
the Ant and the Grasshopper, the Friendship of the
Rabbit and the Monkey, the Turtle and the Mouse
Deer, and so on.

Legend

Legend is folklore that exists in people's
lives and relates to an event. Events in folklore
can give birth to a place's origin, a regional name,
or matters related to nature and the surrounding
environment.

Examples of legends: Tangkuban Perahu,
Legend of Lake Toba, Crying Stone, Prambanan
Temple (Roro Jonggrang), Sangkuriang, and so
on.
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Mites or Myths
Mite or better known as myth is a type of
fairy tale that is related to people's belief in things
that don't make sense. Usually, the story will deal
with spirits, gods, or other supernatural things.
Examples of mites: Nyi Roro Kidul,
Laweyan, Joko Tarub, and so on.

Wise

Sage is a fairy tale whose story tells about
the history of certain characters who have
kindness, courage, supernatural powers, and
heroism. Sage contains historical elements that
have been mixed with folk fantasy stories.

Wise examples: Panji Laras, Calon Arang,
Si Pitung, Lutung Kasarung, Airlangga, and so on.

Parabel
A parable is a story that contains
educational values, be it religious, moral, or
general education which is conveyed implicitly.
Examples of parables: A pair of white
slippers, Damarwulan, The Tale of Bayan
Budiman, Malin Kundang, and so on.

Hilarious

A witty tale or joke is a funny story played
by the characters.

Examples of jokes: Si Kabayan, Pan Balang
Tamak, Singa Rewa, and so on.

An ordinary fairy tale

In addition to the types above, there are also
fairy tales that are usually told. This fairy tale
contains a story of ups and downs and someone's
dream.

Examples of ordinary fairy tales: Garlic and
Shallots, Cinderella, Ande-ande Lumut, and so
on.

From what we examined according to the
title of this article, the meanings contained in fairy
tales, children's literature, folklore, and ancient
legends contain many very deep meanings. Like
the fairy tale 'Malin Kundang', Cinderella,
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Mousedeer and Crocodile, Snow White and
Seven Dwarfts.

Malin Kundang

The story of Malin Kundang is a folktale
originating from the province of West Sumatra,
Indonesia. The legend of Malin Kundang tells of
a boy who was disobedient to his mother and was
cursed to turn to stone.

Starting from a mother and her child who
live in the countryside. Then the son asked
permission to go wander into the city. Actually the
mother's heart does not allow it but what can her
mother do. Then his mother allowed him to go to
town. After many years in the city Malin Kundang
became a rich man. Because Maling Kundang was
rich, he became arrogant and he forgot and
disowned his mother who had given birth to and
cared for him since childhood. Even his mother
came to us to meet Maling Kundang. However,
Maling Kundang ordered and expelled his mother
to return to their village. From there, Maling
Kundang's mother felt hurt. Thus making Maling
Kundang's mother curse her own child to stone.

Malin  Kundang's story is  highly
recommended to be told to children. Because this
story contains many lessons for children against
their parents. Where parents must provide the
basis for their children to love and respect their
parents even though they are adults and become
rich people. Parents must also teach their children
that everything that their children achieve and
gain is not solely because of the children
themselves. But the prayers of parents who are
always present even though children and parents
are far apart. And this story is a reminder that we
as children must be devoted to our parents.

In Malin Kundang's story, the morals of the
story are very deep to be given to children. Malin
initially promised his mother that he would return
overseas one day, but when he returned Malin did
not recognize his own mother because he was
ashamed of his wife. Malin was so blinded by
wealth that it made him forget who had given birth
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and raised him all this time. Regardless of
whether this story is true or not, children have the
right to listen to it and be given understanding so
they donnot become disobedient to their parents
and still remember the precious people who
always support them.

The second work of children's literature is
Cinderella.

Cinderella

Cinderella fairy tale. Cinderella is a
beautiful girl who lives with her stepmother and
stepsisters, her mother has died and her father
remarried to an evil woman. Cinderella was kept
locked up in the barn and told to be a maid for her
stepmother and stepsisters. When her father went
to a faraway place to work, her stepmother began
to show her evil and arbitrary nature to Cinderella.
One day an invitation came from the kingdom to
invite all the girls because the prince was looking
for a companion or someone who would become
his wife. Cinderella was forbidden to go by her
mother and siblings even though she really
wanted to go. At one point, a fairy godmother
came to grant her wish by dressing and riding a
horse using rats and a large pumpkin. But he had
to be back before twelve o'clock or her magic
would return to normal. Cinderella was very
happy because she could come to the dance and
how lucky she was to be able to dance with the
prince. But she forgot the time and was late to go
home, so she rushed home and left her glass
slipper on the stairs. The next day the prince came
to find someone who fit the glass slipper. Of
course the glass slipper was tried on by her
stepsisters and the shoe didn't fit them. At first
Cinderella was not allowed to go out but in the
end the prince found Cinderella hidden in the
house. The shoes were tried on and they fit
Cinderella. In the end, Cinderella and the prince
married and lived happily, causing jealousy to
their sisters and mother.

Cinderella story is one of the children's fairy
tales with the romance genre. As a parent, you
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have to be smarter about how to make your child
focus more on the moral message than the scene.
For example, when telling the fairy tale, parents
explain that romance is done when they grow up
or when they are married, so that children don't
think that anyone can do it. And also parents have
to be smarter, which ones to tell and which ones
don't need to be told. In the Cinderella story, the
meaning contained in this story is very simple but
also profound. This story teaches that our
kindness will not be in vain someday. If what we
sow is good, then we will reap good too. And one
day we deserve our own happiness. Even though
this story is more appropriate for teenagers, there
is nothing wrong with children getting a lesson
from this story apart from the love story.

Mouse Deer And The Crocodiles

The story of the mouse deer and the
crocodile is a legendary story from ancient times,
the mouse deer is a very clever animal. When the
mouse deer wanted to cross the river to get
rambutan but had to cross a river which was filled
with very many crocodiles, the mouse deer called
the crocodile and said to the crocodiles, if the
crocodiles want their meat, the crocodiles must
line up neatly so that the deer knew to share the
meat and the crocodiles agreed and lined up neatly
so the deer could cross while counting the
crocodiles. After the mouse deer had reached the
other side, the mouse deer laughed and thanked
the crocodiles because the mouse deer had
reached the other side. The crocodiles were very
angry because of the mouse deer.

From various stories, the crocodile and the
mouse deer teach children to always do good to
others, to always help each other, and to use their
intelligence and ingenuity to help others and not
harm others. However, children should not follow
the nature of the mouse deer who lies to other
people for his own sake. Because that's the
important role of parents in reading this fairy tale.

The moral message contained in the story of
the mouse deer and the crocodile is to return to
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each of us. The hare has the same ingenuity as us
humans. But whether that ingenuity will be used
for good or bad things. So the role of parents is
needed in educating children and side by side with
children's literary works.

Snow White And Seven Dwarfs

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs fairy
tale. In this story there is a princess who is
beautiful and white as snow who has an evil
stepmother. This stepmother intends to harm
Snow White because she is jealous of her beauty.
Snow White was kicked out of the house and she
found a hut containing seven dwarfs. Snow White
and the seven dwarfs were friends and lived in
peace, but because of the envy and jealousy of the
sleeping mother, she suggested killing Snow
White using a poisoned apple. Luckily Snow
White didn't die and finally she was helped by a
prince. Snow White lived happily ever after with
the prince and the seven dwarfs.

In the story Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs, there is someone who stands out apart
from Snow White, she is the Stepmother. Because
of malice and jealousy, she did evil to Snow
White. The moral of this story is that we should
not be jealous, and that can be used by adults to
educate children.

Conclusion

Children are very important in the
continuity of generations, in that case children
need to grow together with children's literature.
Children's literature is very beneficial for growth
in this era. Literature is a pure thing and has many
benefits. In ancient times, children were brought
up on fairy tales, folk tales, and legends by word
of mouth. Like the story of Malin Kundang,
which, although initially only a legend in certain
areas, contains a moral message. Literature is free
and unlimited, beautiful and pure. Adults must
always remember and teach literature from
generation to generation so that literature is not
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lost in the future. Even though without realizing
it, literature 1s always around us, of course we do
not want literature to be forgotten. The role of
parents for children is very important in the
continuity of generations, in that case children
need to grow together with children's literature.
Parents should accompany children in reading
fairy tales, folklore, children's songs and others.
Literature is a pure thing and has many benefits.
Children were brought up on fairy tales, folklore,
and word of mouth legends. In these fairy tales,
not all of them have to be taught to children.
Because in some of these fairy tales, there is a
romance genre aimed at adults. For that parents
should not ignore it. And to read the story, parents
must be good at giving good and true words for
children to manage. Literature is free and
unlimited, beautiful and pure. Adults should
always remember and teach literature to children
forgotten in later life. Without realizing it,
literature is always around us, of course we do not
want literature to be forgotten. Therefore the
authors hope that this article can be useful for
adults and also children who are developing.
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