
LAFADZ JAYA PUBLISHER 

ISSN(e): 2962-052X  

International Journal of Education and Digital Learning | 2024(6)  

Page 39-48 
 

 

Open Acces © Yus Hermansyah et al   39 
Publish by Lafadz Jaya Publisher 

 This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 

Research Article 

 

Yus Hermansyah*, Badrudin2, Bambang S Arifin3, Rajaminsah4, Elly Kusmiati5, Ihwanul Muslimin6 

Islamic Education and the Challenges of Globalization: Strategies for 

Strengthening Muslim Identity  

 

*Corresponding Author: Yus Hermansyah: STAI Sabili Bandung; yushermansyahgbi@gmail.com  

Badrudin: UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung; dr.Badrudin@uinsgd.ac.id  

Bambang S Arifin: UIN Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung; bambangsamsularifin@yahoo.com 

Rajaminsah: STAI Sabili Bandung; rajaminsah60@gmail.com 

Elly Kusmiati: STAI Sabili Bandung; bundaellykusmiati75@gmail.com  

Ihwanul Muslimin: STAI Sabili Bandung; ihwanul.muslimin@gmail.com    

 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.54443/ijedl.v2i6.185 | received August 15, 2024; accepted August 21, 2024; online August 31, 2024 

 

Abstract: Globalization has had a significant impact on various aspects of life, including Islamic education. The 

development of technology and the unstoppable flow of information create new challenges for efforts to strengthen 

Muslim identity, especially among the younger generation. This research aims to analyze the challenges faced by 

Islamic education in the era of globalization and identify effective strategies to strengthen Muslim identity. The 

research method used is a library research with data collection techniques through literature studies, and participatory 

observation. The results of the study show that Islamic education needs to adapt to the dynamics of globalization 

through the development of relevant curriculums, improvement of teacher competence, and integration of Islamic 

values in educational technology. In addition, the involvement of religious communities and institutions in the 

educational process is also an important key in strengthening Muslim identity amid the influence of globalization. 

This research is expected to contribute to the development of Islamic education policies that are more responsive to 

global challenges. 
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Introduction 

Globalization is an inevitable 

phenomenon in this modern era, where interaction 

between nations and information exchange occurs 

very quickly and widely. Globalization has 

affected various aspects of life, including culture, 

economy, politics, and education (Ahimsa-Putra, 

2015; Mariyah dkk., 2022; Marjuni, 2022). One 

of the most significant impacts is the shift in 

values and identities among society, especially 

among Muslims. 

In the midst of globalization, local and 

traditional values are often marginalized by the 

entry of culture and ideology from outside. This 

poses a challenge to Islamic education, which has 

played an important role in shaping Muslim 

character and identity. Islamic education is faced 

with the dilemma of maintaining authentic 

Islamic values while adapting to the demands of 

an increasingly complex era. 

Along with the development of 

technology and information, the young generation 

of Muslims is now more easily exposed to various 

ideologies and lifestyles that may be contrary to 

the teachings of Islam (Fikri, 2024). This situation 

requires serious efforts to strengthen the identity 

of Muslims so that they are not eroded by the 

current of globalization (Nurjuman dkk., 2018). 

Islamic education must be able to answer this 

challenge by developing effective strategies in 

shaping and strengthening Muslim identities, 

especially through curriculum adjustments, 

improving the quality of teaching, and utilizing 

technology in the educational process (Syukron, 

2017). Furthermore, Islamic education must also 

be a solid fortress in maintaining and instilling 

Islamic values in the midst of the rapid flow of 

globalization. Therefore, this research is focused 

on analyzing the challenges faced by Islamic 

education in the context of globalization and 
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identifying strategies that can be used to 

strengthen Muslim identity. 

This research can integrate the perspective 

of Islamic education with globalization issues, 

which have not been widely explored. A focus on 

how Islamic education can adapt and respond to 

the challenges of globalization, while still 

maintaining the core values of Islam, could be a 

new contribution in the literature. Many studies 

may have addressed Muslim identity in general 

(Amir, 2019; Azad, 2017; Duquette, 2015), 

However, this research can offer contextual and 

specific strategies based on the ever-changing 

global environment. How can Islamic education 

be applied effectively in different cultural and 

social contexts in the era of globalization? Focus 

on how digital technology and social media can 

be leveraged to strengthen Muslim identities 

through Islamic education, especially among the 

younger generation who are more exposed to 

global influences. By combining these elements, 

the research can make a significant contribution 

and be considered a new breakthrough in the 

study of Islamic Education and Globalization. 

This paper integrates analyses from 

various disciplines, including education, 

sociology, and religious studies, to provide a 

comprehensive picture of how Islamic education 

can respond to the challenges of globalization. 

This approach allows researchers to offer 

strategies that are not only theoretically relevant 

but also applicable in practical contexts. Unlike 

previous research that focused more on 

curriculum adaptation or teaching methods, this 

study specifically focused on strategies to 

strengthen Muslim identity. This research 

explores how Islamic education can play a central 

role in building the resilient character of the 

young generation of Muslims in the midst of 

globalization, emphasizing the importance of 

integrating Islamic values in educational 

technology and daily life. As such, the study not 

only evaluates the impact of technology but also 

provides practical recommendations on how 

technology can be utilized as a tool to disseminate 

and strengthen Islamic values in the context of 

education. 

 

Method 

In this study, the research approach used is 

a qualitative approach with the library research  

method(Creswell, 2009). The data sources taken 

are writings such as journals, books and scientific 

reports that examine the topic of strengthening 

Muslim identity in the global arena. Meanwhile, 

the secondary data sources are taken from other 

scientific writings that have relevance and can 

help expand the analysis of primary data. Data 

was collected through observation and 

documentation, with qualitative analysis data 

analysis. Data is collected first, then selected and 

sorted then interpreted and analyzed so as to 

produce the analysis required in the research. 

 

Results and Discussion 

An Integrative Approach to Islamic Education 

and Globalization 

An integrative approach to Islamic 

education and globalization is a strategy that 

combines the values, principles, and methods of 

Islamic education with the challenges and 

opportunities that arise from globalization. This 

approach aims to ensure that Islamic education is 

not only relevant in the era of globalization but 

also capable of forming a strong and adaptive 

Muslim identity. The Islamic education 

curriculum needs to be designed in such a way 

that it not only focuses on religious teachings, but 

also includes an understanding of the ongoing 

global dynamics. This includes issues such as 

technology, the global economy, the environment, 

and human rights, all of which can be integrated 

with Islamic values (Wahid & Hamami, 2021). 

Digital technology can be used as an 

educational tool to teach Islamic values in an 

attractive way and in accordance with the needs 

of the younger generation (Adnas & Anjastri, 
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2022; Armour, 2023; A’yuni & Muhammad, 

2023). For example, Islamic education 

applications, e-learning platforms, and social 

media can be used to expand the reach of Islamic 

education (Wadmany & Melamed, 2018; Zhang 

& Griffith, 2011). Islamic education can be 

integrated with other disciplines such as science, 

technology, art, and culture. It helps students 

understand how Islamic teachings can be applied 

in various aspects of modern life, including in 

their future professional fields (Fauzian & Fauzi, 

2018). Universal Islamic values, such as justice, 

peace, solidarity, and togetherness, must be 

emphasized in education. This will help Muslim 

students understand that these values are in line 

with many principles of globalization, and can be 

used to bridge cultural and religious differences in 

an increasingly connected world. 

Through cooperation with international 

educational institutions, Islamic education can 

adopt the best practices of the global education 

system while maintaining Islamic identity. It also 

opens up opportunities for constructive cultural 

exchange (Azad, 2017). Character education in 

Islam can be combined with values that are 

relevant to the era of globalization. For example, 

forming the character of students who are not only 

religious but also have high social skills, critical 

thinking skills, and adaptability to global changes 

(Fauzian & Fauzi, 2018). 

The benefits of this integrative approach 

can make Islamic education remain relevant to the 

challenges and developments of the times. 

Helping Muslim students develop a strong and 

balanced identity, able to face the effects of 

globalization without losing their identity. In 

addition, the benefits can also prepare students to 

become productive global citizens, who are able 

to contribute positively at the local and global 

levels. Meanwhile, challenges in implementing 

this approach have surfaced. Some parties may 

reject change or integration on the grounds of 

maintaining the purity of Islamic teachings. The 

implementation of technology and the 

development of an integrative curriculum require 

resources that may not be available in all Islamic 

educational institutions. Maintaining a balance 

between maintaining traditional Islamic values 

and embracing new elements of globalization can 

be challenging. This integrative approach offers a 

dynamic and flexible way to respond to the 

challenges of globalization, while strengthening 

the role of Islamic education in shaping a 

generation of globally competent Muslims who 

remain firm in Islamic values. 

 

Contextual Strategies in Strengthening 

Muslim Identity 

The basic concept of strengthening 

Muslim identity focuses on efforts to strengthen 

and maintain a Muslim's identity in the midst of 

various challenges, both internal and external. 

Muslim identity includes beliefs, values, religious 

practices, and perspectives that are based on 

Islamic teachings (Azad, 2017; Berg, 2011). This 

identity strengthening aims to ensure that a 

Muslim can live in accordance with Islamic 

values in various life contexts, including in the era 

of globalization. 

Strengthening Muslim identity is an 

ongoing process and requires joint efforts from 

individuals, families, communities, as well as 

educational and social institutions. With a holistic 

and contextual approach, Muslim identity can be 

maintained and strengthened in the face of various 

challenges of the times (Azad, 2017; Muttaqin, 

2020). Contextual strategies in strengthening 

Muslim identity are approaches that consider the 

specific social, cultural, and environmental 

factors in which Muslim individuals or 

communities are located (Syukron, 2017). The 

strategy aims to ensure that efforts to strengthen 

Muslim identity are in accordance with the local 

context and challenges faced, while still adhering 

to universal Islamic values. 

Before formulating a strategy, it is 

important to understand the social and cultural 

context in which the Muslim community is 
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located. For example, in a country with a non-

Muslim majority, the challenges are different 

compared to Muslim-majority countries. This 

understanding allows for the application of a more 

relevant and effective approach. The Islamic 

education curriculum must be adapted to local 

needs, integrating Islamic values with relevant 

issues in the local environment (Wahid & 

Hamami, 2021). This can include a study of the 

Islamic history of the region, the contribution of 

Muslim communities to local development, as 

well as the specific challenges faced by Muslims 

in the area. In culturally diverse communities, 

Islamic education can adopt a multicultural 

approach that respects differences and encourages 

intercultural dialogue. This helps to strengthen 

Muslim identities while also promoting peaceful 

coexistence with other communities. 

The strengthening of Muslim identity does 

not only occur in schools, but also at home and in 

the community. The involvement of parents and 

the community in the educational process is very 

important, especially in instilling Islamic values 

practically in daily life. Media and technology can 

be used to strengthen Muslim identities by 

providing relevant and useful content according to 

the local context. For example, online platforms 

that offer Islamic courses with an approach 

tailored to local culture or apps that help Muslims 

live their daily lives in accordance with the 

teachings of Islam. 

Youth are often at the forefront of facing 

the challenges of globalization (A. Hull dkk., 

2010; Buckingham, 2008). Contextual strategies 

should focus on empowering Muslim youth with 

critical skills, leadership abilities, and a deep 

understanding of their identity as Muslims in the 

modern world. Extracurricular activities such as 

Islamic study groups, cultural clubs, or 

community-based social activities can be an 

effective way to strengthen Muslim identity, 

especially if they are tailored to local interests and 

needs (Fauzian dkk., t.t.; Yudiyanto & Fauzian, 

2021). Adopting a dialogical approach in 

education, where students are encouraged to 

discuss and explore their identities in a global 

context, helps to strengthen their understanding of 

Islamic values and how to apply them in everyday 

life. 

An approach tailored to the local context 

ensures that the strategy is more relevant and 

accepted by the community. Enabling the 

strengthening of Muslim identities that are 

appropriate to the specific challenges and 

opportunities in their environment. Involve the 

community in the process of strengthening 

identity, which can increase the sense of 

belonging and involvement in defending Islamic 

values. Meanwhile, the challenge in its 

implementation, namely facing high diversity, can 

be a challenge in designing a uniform but 

contextual strategy. Some communities may 

experience resistance to new strategies that are 

considered contrary to old traditions. The 

implementation of contextual strategies may 

require greater resources in terms of research, 

curriculum development, and training of 

educators. With a contextual strategy, 

strengthening Muslim identity can be carried out 

more effectively, ensuring that Islamic values 

remain relevant and able to adapt to various 

challenges that arise in the era of globalization. 

 

Use of Technology in Islamic Education 

Focus on how digital technology and 

social media can be leveraged to strengthen 

Muslim identities through Islamic education, 

especially among the younger generation who are 

more exposed to global influences. The use of 

technology in Islamic education has great 

potential to improve the quality of teaching, 

facilitate access to religious knowledge, and 

strengthen Muslim identity in the digital era 

(Albantany, 2021; Fayiz dkk., 2020). Technology 

can help address various challenges faced by 

traditional Islamic education, such as limited 

access, lack of resources, and the need to adapt to 

the times. 
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Technology allows for easier and wider 

access to Islamic educational resources, such as 

classical books, scholarly lectures, and online 

courses. This is especially important for those 

who live in remote areas or do not have access to 

formal Islamic educational institutions. E-

learning platforms and educational apps allow for 

more flexible learning, where students can learn 

at their own time and pace (Wadmany & 

Melamed, 2018). Interactive features, such as 

videos, quizzes, and online discussions, can 

improve student engagement and understanding. 

Technology allows the creation of a curriculum 

that is more tailored to the needs of students, 

including the integration of religious science with 

modern knowledge. It helps in creating relevant 

and contextual learning approaches (Abas, 2018; 

Dwi Alfina & Hasanah, 2024; Syafitri, 2020). 

Through social media, podcasts, and 

streaming videos, Islamic da'wah and education 

can be spread widely and quickly, reaching a 

larger audience around the world. It also allows 

for direct interaction with scholars and teachers 

from different parts of the world. Integrating 

technology in Islamic education also helps 

students develop digital skills that are essential for 

modern life, such as media literacy, programming, 

and data management. This ensures that they are 

ready to participate in a global society that is 

technology-based. 

At the implementation level, it is not 

spared from the existing challenges. Not all 

students or communities have equal access to 

technology, especially in rural areas or developing 

countries. This digital divide can be an obstacle in 

the application of technology in Islamic 

education. With so much information available 

online, the big challenge is to ensure that the 

Islamic education content delivered is accurate 

and in accordance with Islamic teachings. This 

requires supervision and quality assurance from 

Islamic education authorities. While technology 

offers many advantages, over-reliance on 

technology can reduce the personal and 

interactive aspects of Islamic learning, which 

typically require direct interaction between 

teachers and students. The use of technology 

carries security and privacy risks, especially when 

it comes to students' personal data. Islamic 

educational institutions need to ensure that the 

platforms they use are safe and protect the privacy 

of their users. Technology has a significant role in 

the transformation of Islamic education, opening 

up new opportunities for the dissemination of 

knowledge and strengthening Muslim identity in 

the era of globalization. However, for the use of 

technology to be effective, a careful and strategic 

approach is needed, ensuring that technology is 

used as a tool to reinforce, not replace, the essence 

of Islamic education. 

 

The Interaction between Muslim Identity and 

Global Identity 

Muslim identity includes beliefs, religious 

practices, moral values, and culture that are based 

on Islamic teachings. It encompasses the spiritual, 

social, and cultural aspects that shape the identity 

of a Muslim. This identity is centered on faith in 

Allah, the implementation of worship (such as 

prayer, fasting, and zakat), and the application of 

Islamic values in daily life (Azad, 2017; Nasir, 

2016). Many Muslims have managed to integrate 

their Islamic identity with a conflict-free global 

identity. They adopt global values such as social 

justice, human rights, and technology while still 

holding fast to Islamic principles. A Muslim 

working in a multinational company can apply 

Islamic work ethics, such as honesty and fairness, 

while still interacting with colleagues from 

different cultural backgrounds. 

In some cases, predominant global values, 

such as secularism or consumerism, can be at 

odds with the teachings of Islam. This can create 

tension for Muslims in maintaining their identity 

(Bayat & Herrera, 2010). Issues such as unlimited 

freedom of expression, hedonistic lifestyles, or 

pressure to assimilate in non-Islamic cultures can 

be at odds with Islamic values, giving rise to 
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internal and external conflicts. Muslims can adapt 

to global values in a way that is in line with the 

teachings of Islam. It involves contextualizing 

global values to fit the Islamic framework. Using 

modern technology such as social media to spread 

the message of da'wah, or applying Islamic social 

justice principles in advocating for minority rights 

in international forums. 

In the process of Muslim and global 

interaction, it is not spared challenges. Secular 

and liberal ideologies that often dominate global 

discourse can be contrary to the Islamic 

worldview that integrates religion with daily life. 

Muslims need to develop critical understanding 

and strategies that allow them to participate in 

global discourse without sacrificing Islamic 

principles. Muslims, especially the younger 

generation, may face identity confusion when it 

comes to balancing being a "global citizen" and 

maintaining their Islamic identity (Ahmed, 2016; 

ES, 2023). It is important to develop educational 

programs that instill a strong understanding of 

Muslim identity, while also equipping them with 

the skills and knowledge to interact with the 

global world. Popular culture spread through 

global media often promotes values that are 

contrary to Islam, such as materialism or extreme 

individualism (Jurriëns, 2014). Muslims need to 

establish cultural filters that allow them to filter 

out popular cultural influences and only adopt 

elements that are in line with Islamic teachings. 

It is important to implement strategies in 

strengthening Muslim identity in a global context. 

Islamic education should include an 

understanding of global challenges and how Islam 

can contribute to global solutions. This can be 

done by integrating Islamic studies with modern 

science and global issues. The goal is to build a 

generation of Muslims who are educated, faithful, 

and ready to contribute to the global community 

without losing their identity. Developing a strong 

and cohesive Muslim community that is able to 

support its members in facing global challenges. 

This includes economic, social, and cultural 

strengthening within the community. Encourage 

constructive dialogue between Muslims and other 

communities to build better understanding and 

reduce tensions. This dialogue can be a means to 

show how Islam contributes to global peace and 

progress. 

The interaction between Muslim identity 

and global identity is a dynamic and challenging 

process. While there is potential for harmonious 

integration, there is also the risk of conflict and 

identity confusion. Therefore, it is important for 

Muslims to develop strategies that allow them to 

maintain their Islamic identity while actively and 

positively participating in the global world. With 

proper education, community empowerment, and 

cross-cultural dialogue, Muslims can navigate the 

complexities of globalization in a way that 

enriches both their own identities and those of the 

global community. 

 

Conclusion 

Islamic education plays a central role in 

facing the challenges of globalization, especially 

in strengthening Muslim identities. Through 

relevant curricula and focused extracurricular 

activities, Islamic educational institutions have 

succeeded in maintaining and strengthening 

Islamic values amid the influence of global 

culture. The identified strategies for strengthening 

Muslim identity include the integration of digital 

technology in teaching, the development of a 

curriculum that is contextual to global issues, and 

collaboration between schools, families, and 

Muslim communities.  The use of social media 

and digital platforms as a means of education has 

had a positive impact, especially among the 

younger generation. However, challenges such as 

the influence of foreign media, modern lifestyles 

that are contrary to Islamic values, and identity 

fragmentation in the midst of a global society 

remain obstacles that must continue to be 

overcome. To strengthen the role of Islamic 

education in the face of globalization, it is 

necessary to develop a more adaptive and 
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inclusive curriculum, which not only teaches 

religious science but also equips students with 

critical skills in navigating the global world. 

Collaboration between educational institutions, 

governments, and religious organizations is 

crucial in creating an environment that supports 

the strengthening of Muslim identities in the era 

of globalization. Overall, this study emphasizes 

the importance of Islamic education as a tool to 

strengthen Muslim identity in the face of the 

challenges of globalization. Through the right 

strategy and continuous adaptation, Islamic 

education can be a fortress of defense for Islamic 

values in the midst of the rapid flow of 

globalization.  
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