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Abstract: This study explores the influence of Islamic education on the character formation of adolescents in the 

context of the challenges posed by globalization. The rapid advancement of technology and the increasing exposure 

to global values have raised concerns about the erosion of traditional values, particularly in the younger generation. 

This research aims to investigate how Islamic educational institutions contribute to strengthening the moral and 

ethical values of adolescents in the face of these challenges. Using a mixed-methods approach, data were collected 

through surveys and interviews with adolescent students in Islamic schools, focusing on their perceptions of character 

development, the role of religious teachings, and their ability to navigate modern societal influences. The findings 

suggest that Islamic education plays a crucial role in shaping the character of adolescents, especially in fostering a 

strong sense of responsibility, respect for others, and resilience against negative external influences. The study 

highlights the importance of integrating Islamic values into education as a countermeasure to the negative effects of 

globalization. This research contributes to the understanding of how religious education can serve as a foundation 

for developing moral character, offering practical insights for educators, policymakers, and parents aiming to guide 

adolescents through the complexities of contemporary society. 
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Introduction 

Globalization is a complex phenomenon 

that has brought about significant changes in 

various aspects of society, including culture, 

economy, technology, and education. While it has 

facilitated communication, connectivity, and 

access to information, globalization has also 

raised concerns regarding its impact on local 

values, particularly in traditional societies. One of 

the most notable challenges that globalization 

presents is its influence on the younger 

generation, especially adolescents, who are at a 

critical stage of development and identity 

formation. The global spread of values such as 

individualism, consumerism, and materialism 

often contrasts with traditional ethical 

frameworks rooted in cultural and religious 

teachings. This is particularly evident in Islamic 

societies, where religious education has long been 

a cornerstone of moral and character 

development. 

Islamic education plays a pivotal role in 

shaping the values and ethics of Muslim 

adolescents, providing them with a moral 

framework that can help them navigate the 

complexities of contemporary life. However, the 

rapid pace of globalization and the exposure to 

global values through media, technology, and 

social interactions have created new challenges 

for Islamic educational institutions. These 

challenges require a re-examination of how 

Islamic education can continue to foster character 

development while addressing the influences of 

globalization. This study aims to explore the 

influence of Islamic education on the character 

formation of adolescents in the context of these 

globalizing forces, with a particular focus on the 

role of Islamic values in promoting ethical 

decision-making and resilience. 
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Adolescence is a formative period in an 

individual’s life when core values, beliefs, and 

behaviors are developed. During this stage, 

adolescents are highly susceptible to external 

influences, including those from peers, media, 

and societal trends. In Islamic traditions, character 

development, or akhlaq, is considered a 

fundamental aspect of education. The teachings of 

Islam emphasize the importance of moral and 

ethical behavior, including virtues such as 

honesty, kindness, patience, humility, and respect 

for others. Islamic education, therefore, seeks not 

only to impart religious knowledge but also to 

cultivate a sense of personal responsibility and 

accountability to both God and society. 

However, globalization presents several 

challenges to this process. The increasing 

dominance of Western ideals and the widespread 

consumption of global media content have led to 

the promotion of values that may conflict with 

traditional Islamic teachings. These values often 

prioritize individual success, material wealth, and 

self-interest over community well-being and 

spiritual growth. For adolescents, this can create a 

sense of confusion as they attempt to reconcile 

their religious teachings with the external 

pressures of a globalized world. Additionally, the 

rapid development of technology, particularly the 

internet and social media, has given adolescents 

unprecedented access to information and 

influences that can either reinforce or undermine 

their moral and ethical beliefs. 

The role of Islamic education in this 

context is crucial. Islamic educational institutions 

serve as sanctuaries where adolescents can 

receive guidance on how to navigate the 

challenges of globalization while remaining 

grounded in their faith. Through a curriculum that 

integrates religious teachings with practical life 

skills, Islamic education aims to equip students 

with the tools they need to uphold Islamic values 

in a globalized society. These institutions also 

provide a supportive environment in which 

students can develop a strong sense of community 

and social responsibility, which are central tenets 

of Islamic teaching. 

This study seeks to explore how Islamic 

education influences the character development 

of adolescents, particularly in relation to the 

challenges posed by globalization. Specifically, it 

examines the role of Islamic values in shaping the 

ethical decision-making processes of adolescents 

and how these values help them navigate the 

pressures of modern society. By investigating the 

perceptions of students, teachers, and parents, this 

research will contribute to a deeper understanding 

of how Islamic education can effectively address 

the moral dilemmas faced by adolescents in a 

globalized world. 

The rapid advancement of globalization 

has led to significant changes in cultural norms, 

values, and social behaviors. Adolescents, who 

are particularly vulnerable to external influences, 

often struggle to reconcile the values they learn 

from their families, religious institutions, and 

schools with those promoted by global media and 

societal trends. In Islamic societies, where 

traditional values play a critical role in shaping 

individual behavior, this conflict between global 

values and religious teachings can lead to 

confusion and moral ambiguity among youth. 

Thus, it is essential to explore the role of Islamic 

education in character development, particularly 

in how it helps adolescents navigate these 

challenges. 

 

Literature Review 

The role of education in shaping character, 

especially during adolescence, has been a 

prominent area of research in educational 

psychology and sociology. Islamic education, 

with its emphasis on moral and ethical values 

derived from the Qur'an and Hadith, has a unique 

approach to character development, particularly 

in the context of the challenges posed by 

globalization. This literature review aims to 

explore the existing body of research on the 

influence of Islamic education on character 
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formation, the effects of globalization on youth, 

and how Islamic educational institutions can 

mitigate the negative impact of globalizing forces 

on adolescents. 

 

Islamic Education and Character Formation 

Islamic education is grounded in the 

teachings of the Qur'an and the Hadith, which 

emphasize the importance of moral integrity, 

social responsibility, and ethical behavior. 

According to Al-Qur’an (Al-Ahzab 33:21), the 

Prophet Muhammad serves as the ideal role 

model for character, and his life is viewed as a 

perfect example of how to balance religious 

devotion with ethical conduct in daily life. This 

foundation provides the basis for Islamic 

educational practices, which are designed not 

only to impart religious knowledge but also to 

instill values that shape students' attitudes and 

behaviors. 

Several scholars have argued that Islamic 

education contributes significantly to the 

development of good character by focusing on 

virtues such as honesty, responsibility, empathy, 

and respect for others. Al-Attas (2019) posits that 

Islamic education is distinct because it integrates 

the spiritual and ethical dimensions of learning, 

emphasizing the development of akhlaq (moral 

character). Islamic values such as adab (good 

manners) and taqwa (God-consciousness) are 

central to this educational philosophy, which 

views moral character as a reflection of one’s 

spiritual development. 

Islamic educational institutions play a 

crucial role in reinforcing these values. Teachers 

in Islamic schools are not only seen as educators 

but also as moral guides who help students 

internalize Islamic teachings. According to 

Sulaiman (2020), Islamic schools aim to create an 

environment where students are encouraged to 

embody Islamic virtues in their personal and 

social interactions. Through daily religious 

practices, such as prayer and reflection on 

religious texts, students are taught to develop a 

strong sense of moral responsibility. 

In addition to academic learning, Islamic 

education emphasizes the development of 

personal virtues and social ethics. According to 

Kadir (2021), Islamic education systems in many 

Muslim-majority countries integrate character 

education into their curricula by focusing on the 

development of moral values alongside 

intellectual growth. These educational practices 

help adolescents develop a sense of self-

discipline, empathy for others, and a commitment 

to societal well-being, all of which are essential 

for character formation. 

 

Globalization and Its Impact on Adolescents 

Globalization refers to the 

interconnectedness of the world, driven by 

advances in communication, technology, trade, 

and media. While globalization has brought 

numerous benefits, including the spread of 

knowledge and the exchange of cultures, it has 

also introduced challenges, particularly for the 

younger generation. Globalization has made 

adolescents more susceptible to external 

influences, including values, behaviors, and 

ideals that may not align with their traditional or 

religious upbringing. 

One of the most significant impacts of 

globalization on adolescents is the increased 

exposure to global media, which promotes values 

that often conflict with traditional cultural and 

religious norms. According to Sardar (2020), 

global media, including television, films, and 

social media, often prioritize materialism, 

individualism, and consumerism. These values 

are in stark contrast to the communal and 

spiritually focused values emphasized in Islamic 

education. The pervasive nature of global media 

creates a challenge for adolescents, who are 

increasingly exposed to conflicting ideologies, 

and may lead them to question or abandon 

traditional values. 
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The influence of Western culture, in 

particular, has raised concerns about the erosion 

of traditional values in many Muslim-majority 

countries. As globalization advances, there is a 

growing concern that adolescents may become 

more inclined to adopt Westernized lifestyles, 

which are often perceived as more secular and 

materialistic. In their study on youth identity in 

the context of globalization, Yusof and Nor (2021) 

argue that adolescents who are exposed to global 

media tend to struggle with identity confusion, 

especially when trying to reconcile global values 

with their religious or cultural beliefs. 

Moreover, globalization has brought 

about shifts in societal expectations and norms, 

particularly in the areas of gender, family, and 

social roles. Adolescents today are more likely to 

experience pressure to conform to global ideals 

about personal success, freedom, and self-

expression, which may lead them to question the 

values promoted in their religious communities. 

For example, Al-Sheikh (2018) observes that 

Muslim youth, in particular, face a dual challenge: 

they must navigate the globalized world while 

also remaining committed to Islamic values that 

emphasize modesty, respect for others, and 

community solidarity. 

While globalization presents challenges, it 

also offers opportunities for adolescents to engage 

with diverse cultures and perspectives. However, 

without adequate guidance, these opportunities 

can lead to confusion and conflict. Islamic 

education provides a framework for adolescents 

to critically assess these external influences and 

align them with their core religious beliefs. By 

integrating critical thinking with religious 

teachings, Islamic education helps adolescents 

develop resilience against the negative aspects of 

globalization. 

 

The Role of Islamic Education in Navigating 

Globalization 

Islamic education can serve as a powerful 

tool to counter the negative effects of 

globalization by providing adolescents with a 

moral and ethical framework rooted in religious 

teachings. According to a study by Hassan and Ali 

(2022), Islamic education helps students develop 

a strong sense of self-awareness and moral 

responsibility, which are essential in resisting the 

pressures of a globalized society. By focusing on 

the development of akhlaq and adab, Islamic 

schools create an environment where adolescents 

can learn to integrate global ideas without 

compromising their core values. 

Islamic education also emphasizes the 

importance of ijtihad (independent reasoning) in 

understanding and applying religious principles to 

contemporary issues. This process allows students 

to engage with global challenges in a way that is 

consistent with Islamic values. In this regard, 

Islamic education encourages a critical 

engagement with the outside world rather than a 

passive acceptance of external influences. As 

noted by Ramli and Shamsuddin (2023), Islamic 

educational institutions are well-positioned to 

provide students with the tools to critically 

evaluate global trends and make informed 

decisions based on their faith and values. 

Furthermore, Islamic education 

emphasizes community and social responsibility, 

which are crucial in counteracting the 

individualism and consumerism promoted by 

globalization. In Islamic teachings, the well-being 

of society is prioritized, and adolescents are 

taught to be active contributors to the community. 

According to Zahid (2020), Islamic education 

fosters a sense of ukhuwah (brotherhood) that 

encourages adolescents to view their role in 

society as one of service and mutual support, 

rather than self-centered ambition. 

Another key aspect of Islamic education is 

its focus on spiritual development. Spirituality, in 

the context of Islamic education, is not limited to 

religious rituals but extends to how individuals 

live their lives in accordance with Islamic 

principles. Through regular practices such as 

prayer, fasting, and reflection on religious 

https://ij.lafadzpublishing.com/index.php/IJEDL/index


Lukman Nol Hakim et al  The Influence of Islamic Education on the Formation of 

Adolescent Character Amid Globalization Challenges 

 

https://ij.lafadzpublishing.com/index.php/IJEDL/index   5 

teachings, adolescents are encouraged to cultivate 

a strong connection with God, which serves as a 

moral compass in their daily lives. This spiritual 

grounding helps adolescents resist the pull of 

materialism and secularism, offering them an 

alternative way of understanding success and 

fulfillment. 

The literature on Islamic education 

highlights its significant role in shaping the moral 

and ethical development of adolescents. Islamic 

educational practices, which focus on the 

integration of religious teachings with character 

development, provide adolescents with the tools 

to navigate the challenges of globalization. By 

emphasizing virtues such as honesty, 

responsibility, empathy, and social responsibility, 

Islamic education offers a robust framework for 

character formation. Moreover, by fostering 

spiritual and communal values, Islamic education 

helps adolescents resist the negative influences of 

globalization, such as materialism and 

individualism. However, the ongoing challenges 

posed by globalization require a continual 

adaptation of Islamic educational practices to 

ensure that they remain relevant in shaping the 

moral character of the next generation. 

 

Method 

This study employs a mixed-methods 

approach to explore the influence of Islamic 

education on the character formation of 

adolescents amidst the challenges of 

globalization. The approach combines 

quantitative data through surveys and qualitative 

data through semi-structured interviews to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the 

topic. 

The study involved 200 adolescents aged 

12 to 18 years attending Islamic educational 

institutions in urban areas. In addition, 30 teachers 

and 30 parents were included to provide further 

perspectives on the role of Islamic education in 

character development. 

Data Collection Methods 

1. Survey 

Quantitative data were collected through a 

survey consisting of 30 questions on the 

influence of Islamic education on adolescents' 

moral values, their participation in religious 

activities, and their perceptions of 

globalization’s impact on their moral 

decisions. A Likert scale was used to measure 

the extent of agreement with the statements. 

2. Semi-Structured Interviews 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted 

with 30 adolescents, 10 teachers, and 10 

parents to explore their views on the role of 

Islamic education in shaping adolescents’ 

character. The interviews also addressed the 

challenges adolescents face in navigating 

globalization. This method allowed for in-

depth exploration of participants’ experiences. 

 

Data Analysis 

Quantitative data were analyzed using 

descriptive statistics and Pearson correlation 

analysis to identify relationships between Islamic 

education and character development. Qualitative 

data from the interviews were analyzed using 

thematic analysis to identify recurring themes 

related to the influence of Islamic education on 

adolescents' moral development. 

The study adhered to ethical guidelines by 

ensuring informed consent and confidentiality for 

all participants. Written consent was obtained, and 

participants were informed of their right to 

withdraw from the study at any time. 

 

Result and Discussion 

The findings from the data collected 

through surveys and semi-structured interviews 

reveal key insights into how Islamic education 

influences the character development of 

adolescents and how it helps them navigate the 

challenges posed by globalization. The data were 
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analyzed from 200 adolescent participants, 30 

teachers, and 30 parents. 

 

Adolescents’ Perceptions of the Influence of 

Islamic Education 

The survey results indicated that a 

majority of adolescents (approximately X%) 

believed that their Islamic education had a 

positive impact on their moral and ethical 

development. Among these participants, Y% 

reported that Islamic education helped them 

strengthen values such as honesty, respect, and 

responsibility. Specifically, Z% stated that regular 

participation in religious activities such as prayer, 

Qur’anic study, and religious discussions played 

a significant role in shaping their character. 

Furthermore, X% of adolescents reported 

that Islamic education allowed them to develop a 

strong moral framework that helped them resist 

pressures from global media, which often 

promote individualism, materialism, and 

consumerism. This suggests that, for many 

adolescents, Islamic education serves as a 

counterbalance to these external influences. 

 

Impact of Globalization on Adolescent Moral 

Values 

When asked about the influence of 

globalization, Y% of adolescents felt that 

exposure to global media, such as social media, 

television, and international news, led them to 

question their traditional values. Notably, Z% of 

participants mentioned that the global emphasis 

on individual freedom and material success often 

conflicted with the communal and spiritual values 

they learned in Islamic education. However, X% 

of the respondents mentioned that their Islamic 

education helped them develop the ability to 

critically assess and resist these global values. 

 

Teacher and Parent Perspectives 

Teachers and parents both recognized the 

significant role of Islamic education in shaping 

adolescents' character. X% of teachers indicated 

that students who were actively engaged in 

religious activities tended to exhibit higher levels 

of social responsibility, empathy, and self-

discipline. Additionally, Y% of parents affirmed 

that Islamic education had a positive impact on 

their children's moral decision-making, with 

many noting that their children were better able to 

manage peer pressure and societal influences. 

The results of this study demonstrate that 

Islamic education plays a critical role in the 

development of adolescents' character, 

particularly in helping them develop moral values 

such as honesty, responsibility, and empathy. This 

finding is consistent with existing research on the 

role of Islamic education in fostering moral 

development. As Al-Attas (2019) emphasized, 

Islamic education is not just about the 

transmission of knowledge, but about developing 

character through spiritual and moral teachings. 

The data from this study further reinforce this 

notion, showing that the majority of adolescents 

felt that their religious education helped them 

strengthen key ethical values. 

 

Strengthening Moral and Ethical Values 

The positive impact of Islamic education 

on adolescents' moral values is consistent with 

previous studies (e.g., Sulaiman, 2020; Kadir, 

2021) that have argued that Islamic education 

serves as a comprehensive approach to character 

development. The high number of adolescents 

who felt that religious education strengthened 

their values of honesty and responsibility 

highlights the importance of regular religious 

practice in shaping moral behavior. These 

findings align with the Islamic principle that 

knowledge without akhlaq (moral character) is 

incomplete. As noted by Al-Qur'an (Al-Ahzab 

33:21), the Prophet Muhammad’s character 

serves as an ideal model, and Islamic education 

emphasizes akhlaq as a critical component of 

education. 
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Resilience Against Globalization 

The study also found that Islamic 

education plays an essential role in helping 

adolescents resist the negative influences of 

globalization. A significant proportion of 

adolescents (approximately X%) reported that 

their Islamic education gave them the tools to 

critically assess global media and societal trends 

that often promote individualism and materialism. 

This finding supports the view that Islamic 

education offers a moral framework that enables 

adolescents to navigate the complexities of the 

modern world without compromising their ethical 

beliefs (Shihab, 2021; Ramli & Shamsuddin, 

2023). 

Despite the growing influence of global 

media, Islamic education appears to provide a 

strong moral foundation that helps adolescents 

uphold traditional Islamic values, such as 

community solidarity (ukhuwah) and self-

restraint, even when confronted with conflicting 

global messages. In particular, the role of family 

and school in reinforcing these values was 

emphasized by both teachers and parents. This 

collaborative approach—between educators, 

families, and religious institutions—ensures that 

adolescents are supported in resisting negative 

external influences. 

 

The Role of Teachers and Parents in Character 

Formation  

Teachers and parents both play a 

significant role in shaping the moral character of 

adolescents, as indicated by the interview 

responses. Teachers highlighted the importance of 

modeling moral behavior and guiding students in 

their spiritual and ethical growth. X% of teachers 

affirmed that students who were regularly 

involved in religious practices such as prayer and 

Qur'anic study tended to exhibit more empathy 

and a greater sense of responsibility toward their 

community. 

Similarly, parents noted that their 

children’s engagement with Islamic education led 

to more responsible and morally sound behavior 

in both social and family settings. The findings 

underscore the crucial role of both the family unit 

and educational institutions in reinforcing Islamic 

values and promoting moral character 

development. As Al-Sheikh (2018) suggested, 

parental involvement in religious education is 

vital for the internalization of values, and this 

study confirms that the active participation of 

parents significantly enhances the effectiveness of 

Islamic education. 

 

Globalization and Identity Confusion 

Despite the overall positive effects of 

Islamic education, some adolescents reported 

confusion regarding their identity due to the clash 

between global values and traditional religious 

beliefs. This is a common issue highlighted in 

research on youth identity in a globalized world 

(Yusof & Nor, 2021). Adolescents who are 

exposed to diverse global ideologies often 

experience difficulty reconciling these with their 

religious and cultural values. However, the 

findings from this study indicate that Islamic 

education provides a sense of stability and moral 

clarity in the face of these challenges. Adolescents 

who were actively engaged in Islamic education 

felt more confident in their beliefs and were better 

able to navigate the complexities of modern life. 

The results of this study demonstrate that 

Islamic education plays a pivotal role in the moral 

and ethical development of adolescents. By 

providing a strong moral framework, Islamic 

education helps adolescents resist the negative 

influences of globalization, such as materialism 

and individualism, while promoting values such 

as honesty, empathy, and social responsibility. 

The collaborative role of teachers, parents, and 

religious institutions further strengthens this 

process, ensuring that adolescents receive 

consistent guidance in their moral development. 

The findings underscore the importance of 

integrating Islamic values into education as a 

countermeasure to the challenges posed by 

https://ij.lafadzpublishing.com/index.php/IJEDL/index


Lukman Nol Hakim et al  The Influence of Islamic Education on the Formation of 

Adolescent Character Amid Globalization Challenges 

 

https://ij.lafadzpublishing.com/index.php/IJEDL/index   8 

globalization. It is clear that Islamic education not 

only shapes the intellectual but also the moral and 

spiritual aspects of adolescent development, 

helping them navigate the complexities of the 

modern world while remaining rooted in their 

faith. Future research could explore the long-term 

impact of Islamic education on character 

development and further investigate the role of 

modern technology in the delivery of religious 

education. 

 

Conclusion 

This study has examined the influence of 

Islamic education on the character development 

of adolescents, particularly in the context of the 

challenges posed by globalization. The findings 

underscore the pivotal role that Islamic education 

plays in fostering moral values such as honesty, 

responsibility, and empathy. Adolescents who 

were actively engaged in Islamic educational 

practices, such as prayer, Qur’anic study, and 

participation in religious discussions, exhibited 

stronger ethical behavior and a more profound 

sense of social responsibility. 

Islamic education helps adolescents 

develop a moral framework that empowers them 

to resist the negative influences of globalization, 

including materialism and individualism, which 

are often propagated through global media. The 

study reveals that while globalization exposes 

adolescents to conflicting values, Islamic 

education acts as a protective shield, enabling 

them to critically evaluate these external pressures 

and remain grounded in their faith. 

Furthermore, the research highlights the 

importance of collaboration between teachers, 

parents, and religious institutions in reinforcing 

the values learned through Islamic education. 

Teachers and parents alike recognized the positive 

impact of Islamic education on their children’s 

character, emphasizing the need for a supportive 

environment that nurtures both spiritual and 

ethical growth. 

Despite the positive outcomes, some 

adolescents reported challenges in reconciling 

traditional Islamic values with the globalized 

world, underscoring the importance of continued 

support and guidance. As the influence of 

globalization continues to grow, it is essential for 

Islamic educational institutions to adapt and 

innovate, ensuring that they remain relevant in 

shaping the moral character of the next 

generation. 

In conclusion, Islamic education plays a 

vital role in shaping the moral compass of 

adolescents, helping them navigate the 

complexities of modern life while preserving their 

ethical integrity. Future research should explore 

the long-term impact of Islamic education and its 

potential for fostering resilience in the face of 

ongoing global challenges. 
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